
Reversing Structural Racism Task Force Meeting Summary and Next Steps – June 16, 2014 

The meeting opened with a recap of the kickoff Reversing Structural Racism Task Force (RSRTF) meeting 
in May, which followed with a discussion on how to prioritize and move the ideas on how to reverse 
structural racism in Pittsburgh forward. Jackie Smith highlighted that the Human Rights City Alliance’s 
RSRTF’s ultimate goal is to develop an action plan that establishes benchmarks, timeframes and 
responsible parties necessary for reversing structural racism in Pittsburgh. In reviewing the ideas 
generated at the task force’s first meeting, several overarching themes were brought forward that the 
task force plans to work on (listed below). Meeting participants decided that determining benchmarks 
for the action plan starts with building relationships with community groups already working towards 
issues of systemic racism. The task force attendees agreed it was important to support the work of 
diverse groups and to use our skills and resources to help them achieve their goals. The main areas the 
task force will be working on are: 

• Gentrification and Equitable Housing  
• Improving Transportation Access and Inclusion 
• Improving Community Policing  
• Support consciousness raising and anti-racism work in organizations and communities 

o Documentation of racial inequalities in Pittsburgh for the UN Convention on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) 

The RSRTF compiled a list or organizations working in the areas above to engage with and learn about 
their current initiatives and community. Meeting participants volunteered to attend meetings outlined 
below and share information gathered back to the RSRTF group. 

Housing and Gentrification 

1. Hill District Consensus Group – next meeting July 11 (Mike P. will attend) 
2. Larimer Consensus Group – next meeting July 3 (Wes H. will attend) 
3. Uptown Partners of Pittsburgh (Georgine S. will contact) 
4. Northside Coalition for Fair Housing (Amanda G. is attending upcoming Free Her Rally in DC, 

June 21st) 
5. Operation Better Block (Homewood) 
6. Allegheny land Trust 

Transportation 

1. Pittsburghers for Public Transit (Jackie S. and Mike P. will keep us in the loop) 

Community Policing 

A series of public meetings will take place in the city of Pittsburgh’s six police zones to obtain public 
opinion on what is wanted in the new city Police Chief. RSRTF participants volunteered to attend all zone 
meeting and report back on what they heard. The schedule and participation will be as follows. 



1. Zone 2 (June 26th): Jackie S. 
2. Zone 6 (June 30th): Wes H. 
3. Zone 5 (July 8th): Amanda G. 
4. Zone 3 (July 16th): Katie W. 
5. Zone 4 (July 22nd): Georgine S. 
6. Zone 1 (July 24th): Audrey J. 

Learn more: http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2014/06/11/Peduto-announces-major-public-
input-for-police-chief-search/stories/201406110147 

Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD)  

Several meeting participants (Georgine S., Audrey J., Wes H.) will assist in documenting racial 
inequalities through audio testimony and city statistical data for the CERD committee report. Due June 
30th. 

Finally, the RSRTF discussed researching successful housing and welcoming city projects in other cities 
utilizing a human rights model that could be applied in Pittsburgh. RSRTF participants are encouraged to 
share any success stories they learn about with the group via email or at the next meeting. 

Next meeting: Wednesday, July 30th Location and Time: TBD RSRTF Contact: Katie Wooten (310) 903-
9661, katharine.wooten@gmail.com 
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